
 

Thinking Like a Christian 31st May 2015 

Godly Men, Godly Women: Getting Relationships Right 

1. Our natural human attitude to sexual relationships 
Come spring of this year my life changed — massively — when I met someone 
and it made me feel so happy, so safe, and everything just feels great, and 
well… (pause) … that someone is a guy. And it did take me by surprise a little bit. 
It was always in the back of my head that something like that could happen, but it 
wasn't until spring this year that something that just clicked, it felt right, and I was 
like, OK. And like I said my whole world just changed right there and then. Of 
course I still fancy girls, but right now I'm dating a guy and I couldn't be happier. I 
just feel safe. And it just really does feel right.    -Tom Daley 

What is being assumed here about ʻrelationshipsʼ? 
Instant, temporarily exclusive, commitment-free, feelings-driven, self-serving, sexual 
relationship. 

 

This kind of love is really self-love 

 

2. Jesus’ definition of greatness 
True greatness: Mark 10:45 

The greatest commandments: Mark 12:28-31 

3. Marriage: God’s design, God’s image 
How does this apply to sexual relationships? 

a) God’s Design: Genesis 2:15-24 
 

Adam has a job to do, v15-17 

 

Adam needs a helper, v18 

 

The helper has to be a woman, v19-23 

 

So marriage is a fundamental part of God’s design for humanity, v24-25 

Not something we define or design for ourselves 

 

With different roles for husband and wife 

 

And children are an integral part of marriage 

 

There is a spectacular reason why God has designed marriage – and designed it this 
way… 
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b) God’s Image: Ephesians 5:22-33 
 

Husbands are like … 

Wives are like… 

 

Submission and sacrifice 

 

Why marriage matters so much 

 

So Marriage is a covenant relationship, modelled on Christ’s covenant with his 
Church. 

 

Why Christians must only marry Christians 

 

4. Singleness 
Non-Christian society regards singleness as somewhere between a shame and a 
disaster 

Not so the Bible: 

Jesus was single! 

Matthew 19:12 

1 Corinthians 7:32-34 

Why so positive about singleness? 

 Ephesians 5:  We are all part of the bride of Christ 

1 Timothy 3:15 We are all the family of God 

Important to be very clear that singleness means celibacy. 

 Ephesians 5:3; Deuteronomy 22:21-29 ; Exodus 22:14,15 

And Celibacy is very very good! 

Why? What’s the harm, if two people love each other? 

5. It’s all about love 
Hebrews 13:4 (compare v1). Part of how we love each other is for us all to honour the 
marriage bed. 

Marriage and singleness are both about ordering our sexual behaviour around 
loving service 

Of our spouse (if we have one) 

of our family 

of our children 

 

of our society 

of God 

The problem with ‘Two consenting Adults’ 
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The public and the private… 

Love without commitment is simply not loving – either towards a sexual ‘partner’ or 
anyone else. 

6. What about in between? 
So how do we honour marriage? 

We recognise that, in the issue of what sexual activity is appropriate, there are only two 
types of relationship in the Bible.  

    How do I love someone? 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

1 Timothy 5:1. 

There is no other category of relationship.  

There is nothing between marriage and singleness. 

The problem is, that the slow downgrading of marriage in the post-Christian west has 
left most Christians thinking that there is something in between. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Why is this a problem? 

Earlier generations had a name for this. 

None of these things can be what they claim to be. 

And so it is instant, temporarily exclusive, commitment-free, feelings-driven, self-
serving, sexual relationship. 

We are not at liberty to invent a new category of relationship which the Bible does not 
give us and then invent new rules as to what is and is not acceptable behaviour within it 
which contradict what God has actually said in his word.  

Why does this matter?  Because God forbids it 

    Because it is deeply unloving and damaging. 

Someone you’re not married to 

  - Sexual activity forbidden 

  - No exclusive commitment 

  - Brotherly (inclusive) love 

  - Be faithful to your wife/husband 
and don’t touch his/hers. 

 

Someone you are married to 

  - Sexual activity commanded 

  - Absolute, exclusive  
commitment 

  - Jealous (exclusive) love 

 

Family 
members 

 

Neighbours 

Boyfriend/girlfriend relationship 

  - (semi-) sexual 

  - temporarily exclusive romantic 
love 

  - temporarily committed 
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7. So how do singles get married? 
Proverbs 30:19 

1. It is very good not to. 

2. You must be motivated by love 

That is, Christian brotherly love – not hormones. 

Which means not feelings but willingness to make and stick to the public 
commitment of marriage. 

3. Men: Are you man enough to get married? 

 

Women: Are you woman enough to get married? 

 

If the answer is yes: 

4. You’ll need to spend some time with possible future spouses. 

You must be motivated by love. 

Which means times with lots of friends and times with one friend. 

A date is a thing in a diary, not any sort of commitment.  

If you are in a life situation where you could marry and would like to marry, then 
going on dates is a very good thing. 

‘Dating’ and ‘Courting’. 

5. Men: be a man 

Protecting the feelings, and the honour, of this woman who may well not end up 
as your wife is your duty. You must act in love - solid, Christian, brotherly love. 

 Would she be a good wife? A suitable helper? 

Is she a godly, single, unrelated Christian woman?  

 Take the lead. Explain yourself!  

 Courtship is about persuading her 

You probably need to persuade her father too! 

 

4. Women: Insist that the man should be the manWould he be a good husband for you? 
Would you be, would you want to be, his ‘suitable helper’? 

Is he a godly, single, unrelated Christian man?  

Is he man enough? to provide, lead, protect, and be faithful to you? 

Is he acting like that now? 

Have very high standards for him. Don’t give away your heart (or 
anything else) to him until he’s prepared to make his vows. 

 

5. Men: don’t delay making a decision.  


